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About me:

Professor Vanessa D. Johnson is an Associate Professor in the Department of Applied
Psychology at Northeastern University. She is the former director of the College Student
Development and Counseling Program. She has designed and taught courses entitled:
Contemporary College Student Activism; The Black Power Movement’s Impact on Higher
Education; Relationships in College; Counseling College Students; and, Childhood Adversity
and its Impact on College Attainment. She teaches courses related to college student
development and the administration of programs and services in student affairs. She is the
faculty leader of two Dialogues of Civilizations in Ghana, West Africa. The first explores
Education and Learning in Ghana. The second is a study of Health Care and Health Systems in
Ghana. She has developed two instruments that measure residence hall racial climate used by
institutions and researchers to inform scholarship and training. Her scholarship includes
exploring African American college student development using culturally-based approaches such
as the Nguza Saba, the impact of welfare reform on single mothers’ access to higher education,
teen mothers’ higher education attainment, and most recently exploring student activism,
particularly the Black Power Movement’s impact on higher education. She has also designed and
implemented several pre-college programs for at-risk, and high-achieving high school students.

Education:
EdD, Western Michigan University
MEd, BS, Kent State University

Course Offerings:
Department of Applied Psychology

¢ Relationships in College
¢ Understanding Culture and Diversity in an Ecological Context



¢ (College Student Mental Health

¢ Childhood Adversity and College Attainment

e Say it Loud! The Black Power Movement and Higher Education
¢ Contemporary College Student Activism

Northeastern’s Honors Program:

e Say it Loud! The Black Power Movement and Higher Education — Honor’s Seminar
¢ We Wear the Masks: Cultural Context of Mental Health as Depicted in the Transcendent
Kingdom by Yaa Gyasi - Honors Studio

Dialogue of Civilizations in Ghana:

¢ Student Affairs/Services and College Student Development in Ghana

* Designing and Implementing Short-Term Global Experiences for Undergraduate Students
* Health and Well-being in Ghana

¢ Health Systems, Services, and Education in Ghana

¢ Education and Learning in Ghana

¢ Higher Education in Ghana: A short-term study abroad

Research:

Dr. Johnson’s research focus is on teen parent access to college and careers and college access
and retention of first-generation, traditional-aged, single-parent, college students. Dr. Johnson is
currently expanding her research through her work in the Ghana Dialogue of Civilizations by
focusing on the anticipated and declared gains of participants of the DOC.

Books:
Johnson, V.D. (2022). Contemporary College Student Activism. (Under contract).

Johnson, V.D. (2022). Black and Proud! The Black Power Movement and College Student
Development (Under contract).

Journal Publications:

Johnson, V.D. (2023). Exploring students’ anticipated and declared gains from participating in a
short-term global experience. (In progress).

Johnson, V.D. (2019). A Case Study of Childhood Adversity’s Impact on Adjustment to
College. (In progress).

Johnson, V.D., Davis, S., Singh, H., & Leonard, E. (2018). Childhood Adversity and College
Matriculation. (In progress).

Johnson, V.D., Kang, Y.S. & Thompson, G.F. (2011). Structural analysis of the Resident
Assistant Cultural Diversity Questionnaire. Journal of College and University Student Housing,
37, 38-53. (Selected as Manuscript of the Year).

Johnson, V. D. & Miller, C.E. (2010). Teen Mothers’ College and Career Aspirations.
Presentation to the annual meeting of the ACPA-College Student Educators International;



Boston, Massachusetts; March 23, 2010.

Johnson, V.D. and Miller, C. E. (2010). Exploring the College and Career Aspirations of High
School Matriculating Teen Mothers. Colloquium Series: Department of Counseling and Applied
Educational Psychology, Northeastern University. March 10, 2010.

Johnson, V.D. (2010). Exploring Teen Mothers’ College and Career Aspirations.

Johnson, V.D. (2008). Impact of welfare reform and race on African American single mothers’
access to higher education. Journal of Black Studies, publication date not determined.

Johnson, V.D. (2009). Baby Mama Trauma in Academia: Factors that Contribute to African
American Single Mothers’ Persistence in Higher Education. Presentation to the annual meeting
of the National Association of Student Personnel Administrators; Seattle, Washington; March 7,
20009.

Johnson, V.D. (2008). Welfare Reform, Race, and African American Single Mothers’ College
Access. Accepted for presentation to the annual meeting of the ACPA-College Student Educators
International; Atlanta, Georgia; March 29, 2008.

Johnson, V.D. (2009). Baby Mamas and Baby Daddies: The Juggle and Struggle to Raise Kids
While in College. Presentation to Pregnancy and Parenting Resources Initiative, Feminist
Majority Leadership Alliance, the Office of the President, PROUD, NAACP (Clarion Chapter),
Students for Life, Women and Gender Studies, the College of Arts and Sciences, and Women
United of Clarion University. October 21, 2009.

Johnson, V.D. (2007, November). Baby Mama Stories in Higher Education. Fifth Annual
Conference of African American Women in Higher Education. The University of Massachusetts.
Dartmouth, MA.

Featured Works:
e Johnson, V.D., (2023) Northeastern’s Imprint in Ghana Through its Dialogue of
Civilizations. Northeastern Global Leadership Summit in Ghana.
0 Shorturl.at/aeGH4
e Johnson, V.D., (2022) We Wear the Masks, a course based on the novel Transcendent
Kingdom. Northeastern University. Highlighted as a Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion
initiative.
0 https://dermondj.wixsite.com/we-wear-the-masks

0 https://wewearthemasks.wixsite.com/my-site
¢ Johnson, V.D., Kang, Y.S. & Thompson, G.F. (2011). Structural analysis of the

Resident Assistant Cultural Diversity Questionnaire. Journal of College and University
Student Housing, 37, 38-53. (Selected as Manuscript of the Year).

¢ 2009 Research featured in Cook, Sarah Gibbard. (2009, June). Helping ‘Baby
Mammas’ to finish college. Women in Higher Education, 18(6), p. 22-23.

e 2009 Research featured Salk, Susan. (2009, December). Ending the Cycle of Poverty.
News @ Northeastern. https://news.northeastern.edu/2009/12/14/johnson



https://news.northeastern.edu/2009/12/14/johnson/
https://dermondj.wixsite.com/we-wear-the-masks
https://wewearthemasks.wixsite.com/my-site

Professional Presentations

Johnson, V.D. (2023). Ghana is Calling: Northeastern’s Imprint in Ghana through its Dialogue
of Civilizations, Global Leadership Summit in Ghana, Northeastern University.

Johnson, V.D. (2022). Global Perspectives on Mental Health. GlobeMed Gala. Northeastern
University.

Johnson, V.D. (2022). Adwene Mu Tema: Mental Health in Ghana. William James Lecture
Series. Department of Applied Psychology. Northeastern University.

Johnson, V.D. (2021). Africanisms in Black Culture as They Have Impacted the World.
University of Education at Winneba.

Nasser, R; Alsandor, D.J.; Aiken-Wisniewski, S.A,; Johnson, V.D.; Witkowsky, P.;
Johnson, B.; Archibald, J.G.; Stoddard, E.A.; Elkins, B.; and Killingbeck, E. (2018).
Navigating through assumptions: Faculty transition and social responsibility. Annual
Meeting of the American College Personnel Association-International. March 13, 2018.
Houston, Texas.

Johnson, V.D., Warfield, S., O’Gara, B.B. & Kalaitzidis, M. (2012). Teen Mothers and College
Attainment: Connecting the Efforts of School/Community Systems and Higher
Education. Webinar sponsored by the ACPA: College Educators International. Webcast
date set for January 26, 2012.

National Referred Presentations

Johnson, V.D. (2016). Say it Loud! I’'m Black and I’'m Proud: The Black Power Movement and
College Student Development. Presentation to the National Conference of the National
Association of Student Personnel Administrators. March 15, 2016. Indianapolis, IN.

Witkowsky, P., Broido, E., Johnson, V.D., Kretovics, M., Mendez, S. and Sisneros, K. (2016).
Student Affairs Preparation Program Short-Term Study Abroad Course Development
Panel. Accepted for presentation to the National Conference of the American College
Personnel Association-International. March 8, 2016. Montreal, Canada.

Johnson, V.D. & Miller, C. (2010). Teen Mothers’ College and Career Aspirations. To the
national conference of the American College Personnel Association. Boston,
Massachusetts, March 23, 2010.

Johnson, V.D. & Miller, C. (2010). Exploring the College and Career Aspirations of High School
Matriculating Teen Mothers. Presented as a Brown Bag Colloquium Series of the
Department of Counseling and Applied Educational Psychology, Northeastern
University, Boston, Massachusetts, March 10, 2010.

Johnson, V.D. (2009). Baby Mama Trauma in Academia: Factors that Contribute to African



American Single Mothers’ Persistence in Higher Education. Presented at the annual
meeting of the National Association of Student Personnel Administrators; Seattle,
Washington; March 7, 2009.

Johnson, V.D. (2008). Welfare Reform, Race and African American Single Mothers’ College
Access. Accepted for presentation to the annual meeting of the ACPA-College Student
Educators International; Atlanta, Georgia; March 29, 2008.

Johnson, V., Corbett, M.; Fung, D., Regonini, G. & McLaughlin, T. (2007). Survivor Meets the
Higher Education Curriculum: Utilizing Reality TV Concepts to Teach a Group
Dynamics and Leadership Graduate Course. Presented to the joint meeting of ACPA-
College Student Educators International and NASPA-Student Affairs Administrators in
Higher Education; Orlando, Florida; April 3, 2007.

Johnson, V. (2003). The RACD Questionnaire: Assessing Resident Assistant Confidence in
Addressing Issues of Cultural Diversity. Presented to the international conference of the
Association of College and University Housing Officers-International (ACUHO-I); Las
Vegas, Nevada; July, 2003.

Johnson, V. (2003). Assessing Racial Climates in Residence Halls: The Perceptions of
Residence Halls Questionnaire. Presented to the national conference for the National
Association of Student Personnel Administrators. St. Louis, MO.

Regional Referred Presentations:

Johnson, V.D. and Smith D. (2015). Go Global: Understanding Student Affairs and Higher
Education Administration through Global Experiences. Accepted for presentation to
The Region 1 Conference of the National Association of Student Personnel
Administrators. November 16, 2015. Manchester, NH.

Johnson, V.D. (2015). Say it Loud! The Black Power Movement and Negro College Student
Development. Accepted for presentation to the Region 1 Conference of the National
Association of Student Personnel Administrators. November 17, 2015 Manchester, NH.

Johnson, V. D. (2004). Factors that Contribute to RA Confidence in Addressing Issues of
Cultural Diversity in Residence Halls. Presented to the Region 1 conference of the
National Association of Student Personnel Administrators. Mystic, CT.

Fried, J. & Johnson, V.D. (2004). Growing Toward the Future: Learning Reconsidered.
Presented to the pre-conference workshop for the Region 1 conference of the National
Association of Student Personnel Administrators. Mystic, CT.

Fried, J., Arnold, K., Johnson, V.D. & Champagne, D. (2003). Context Is (Almost) Everything:
New Lenses for Understanding Today’s College Students. Presented to the regional
conference of the National Association of Student Personnel Administrators, Hyannis,
MA.



Invited Presentations:

Johnson, V. (2022). The State of Healthcare in Ghana. Innovators in Global Health student
organization. Northeastern University.

Johnson, V. (2021). We Wear the Masks: Understanding the (African) American Experience in
the US. Education Forum for the University of Education at Winneba.

Johnson, V.D. (October 19, 2017). Civil Rights, Black Power, Black Lives Matter: How Black
College Students Change Higher Education and Therefore America. Inaugural Speaker
for The Bayard Rustin Lyceum Series. Wilberforce University.

Johnson, V.D. (May 5, 2017). Student Activism as College Student Development for the NASPA
New Professional Mentoring Institute.

Johnson, V.D. (February 28, 2017). The Black Power Movement’s Impact on Higher Education.
Mixed Magic Theatre and Cultural Center.

Johnson, V.D. (2016). Say it Loud! I’'m Black and I’'m Proud: The Black Power Movement and
College Student Development. Presentation to the National Conference of
the National Association of Student Personnel Administrators. March 15, 2016.
Indianapolis, IN

Witkowsky, P., Broido, E., Johnson, V.D., Kretovics, M., Mendez, S. and Sisneros, K. (2016).
Student Affairs Preparation Program Short-Term Study Abroad Course Development
Panel. Presentation to the National Conference of the American College
Personnel Association. March 8, 2016. Montreal, Canada.

Johnson, V.D. (September 22, 2016). College Student Activism as Student Development.
Presented to the student affairs staff of Eastern Nazarene University.

Johnson, V.D. (October 18, 2016). The Black Power Movement’s Impact on Higher Education.
Eastern Nazarene University.

Johnson, V. D. (February 24, 2016). The Black Power Movement’s Impact on Higher Education
for the William James Lecture Series. Northeastern University.

Johnson, V.D. (August, 2015). Being the Unapologetically Black Professional Woman in
Higher Education. Presented to the annual conference of African American Women in
Higher Education. Boston, MA.

Johnson, V.D. (October, 2014). Enhancing Student Affairs Program Experiences
Through Global Experiences. Careers in Student Affairs Conference. University

of North Carolina Greensboro. Greensboro, NC.

Johnson, V.D. & Randle, T. (2014, October). Understanding Student Affairs and Higher



Education Administration Through Global Experiences. Student Affairs 101 Conference.
Sponsored by Eastern Illinois University, Illinois State University and Western Illinois
University. Normal, IL.

Johnson, V.D. (2013, March). Women with Swagger: Women as Leaders. Campus-wide
presentation, Pine Manor College sponsored by the office of the Dean of Student Services
and Community Engagement. Chestnut Hills, MA.

Johnson, V.D. (2007, November). Baby Mama Stories in Higher Education. Fifth Annual
Conference of African American Women in Higher Education. University of
Massachusetts. Dartmouth, MA.

Johnson, V.D. (2005, November). Theories of College Student Development. Guest lecturer for
doctoral course entitled Student Development in Higher Education, Johnson and Wales
University. Providence, R.I.

Johnson, V.D. (2005, November). Race, Class and Natural Disasters: Lessons from Hurricane
Katrina. Presentation to the Honors Program students of Northeastern University.
Boston, MA.

Johnson, V.D. (2004, October). Promoting a Diverse Social and Cultural Life: The Connection
Between Classroom and Campus Climate. Paper presented at the annual conference of
the Consortium on High Achievement and Success. Haverford, PA.

Johnson, V. D. (2004, September). Results of the RACD: Georgia Tech University. Paper
presented to the professional housing staff. Atlanta, GA.

Johnson, V.D. (1998). Considering Leadership. Paper presented at the Cultural Clubs
Leadership Summit of Providence College, Providence, RI.

Johnson, V.D. (1997). Working Through Issues of Cultural Diversity on the College
Campus. Paper presented at the National Symposium on Strategies for Recruiting and
Retaining Students of Color, November 10, 1997.

Johnson, V.D. (1997). Addressing Bias Related Incidents. Presented to the entire residence hall
staff of Simmons College, Boston, MA.

Johnson, V.D. (1997, September). Counseling for the Non-Counselor. Presented to the residence
hall and student affairs administrative staffs of Simmons College, September 1997.

Johnson, V.D. (1996, October). Effective Communication. Presented to participants in the
Leadership Institute of Bradford College, Bradford, Massachusetts, October 24, 1996.

Johnson, V.D. (2000, August; 1996, January). Exploring Cultural Diversity. Presented to
the residence hall staff of Garden Halls Residences, Boston, MA; to the entire residence
hall staff of Courtland College, Courtland, NY; the residence hall staff of the University
of New Haven, New Haven, CT.



Johnson, V.D. (1997, August). Addressing Bias Related Incidents. Presented to the entire
residence hall staff of Simmons College, Boston, MA

Johnson, V.D. ((1997). Counseling for the Non-Counselor. Presented to the residence hall
and student affairs administrative staffs of Simmons College, Boston, MA

Service And Professional Development

Professional Service
2013 Book Reviewer for Student Affairs for Academic Administrators for Books and Media
Board of the Association of College Personnel Administrators-International.

2013 Ad Hoc Reviewer for the Journal of Higher Education on topic related to student parents.

2013 Proposal Reviewer for the annual conference for the Association of College Personnel
Administrators-International.

2013 Invited Reviewer for the Journal of Youth and Society of Sage Publications.

2012 Proposal Reviewer for the annual conference of The Association for the Study of Higher
Education.

2011 Cofounder of the Students with Children and Adult Learner Knowledge Community for
the National Association of Student Personnel Administrators.

(Proposal currently under consideration with the anticipated starting date in December,
2011).

2011- Books and Media Editorial Board member for the American Student Personnel
2015 Association

2009- Editorial Board Member for the Journal of Student Affairs Research and Practice.
2010

2007- Editorial Board Member for the NASPA Journal of the National Association of
2010 Student Personnel Administrators

2006- Editorial Board Member for the NASPA Journal of the National Association of Student
2009 Affairs Professionals.

2005 Faculty Delegate for the International Exchange Program to the United Kingdom of the
National Association of Student Personnel Administrators and the Association of Managers of
Student Services in Higher Education of the United Kingdom.

2005 Program Reviewer for the national conference of the National Association of
Student Personnel Administrators.



2004 - Regional Advisory Board Faculty Representative for the National Association of
2006 Student Personnel Administrators.

2004- Editorial Board Member for the Journal of College and University Student
2007 Housing of the Association of College and University Housing Officers-International.

2003 Preliminary Grant Application Reviewer for the Fund for the Improvement of
Postsecondary Education (FIPSE).

Higher Education Graduate Program Panel member for the national conference of the
National Association of Student Personnel Administrators.

2001 Reviewer of Graduate Student Papers for the national convention of the American
College Personnel Association.

University Service
2023 Faculty in Residence — Cultural Immersion Activities - Northeastern’s Global

Leadership Summit to Ghana

2022 Virtual Field Trip Series Dialogue of Civilizations Ghana — Health Care Systems,
Services, & Education — YouTube Northeastern University Alumni Association

2021 Africa Global Initiative for Northeastern University Pan-African working Team; West
Africa Regional Team.

2021 Member of College Student Mental Health Task Force for Bouve College

2021 Academic Affairs Committee for Bouve College of Health Sciences.

2021 Panel Member for Sisters in Solidarity’s Black Women Faculty at Northeastern.
2019 Bouve Dean’s Task Force on College Student Mental Health.

2019 Undergraduate Curriculum Committee for Bouve College of Health Sciences

2018 Guest Lecturer in Social Psychology course. Dimensions of Wellbeing for College
Students. Department of Psychology.

2018 Guest Lecturer in the Psychology of Women course. College Women’s’ Sexuality.
Department of Psychology.

2016 University Academic Appeals Resolution Committee of the Faculty Senate.
2016 Faculty Development Committee of the Faculty Senate.

2013 Expert Support for the fundraising campaign to digitize the student-run newspaper, The



Onyx Informer for Snell Library and the University Archives and Special Collections.
2013 Committee Member for the Academic Affairs Committee of Bouve College.

2011 College of Professional Studies Academic Council for Lifelong Learning, Faculty Senate
Agenda Committee to assure academic quality of proposed programs of the college.

2007 Delegate, part of university delegation to establish educational partnerships with Cape
Coast University in Ghana.

2006 Committee Member, Faculty Senate Special Committee for Enrollment and Admissions
Policy.

2006 Committee Member, Faculty Senate Ad Hoc Committee for General Education
Implementation.

2005 Consultant, since the year 2000 to the Legacy 2000 Minority Mentoring Program of the
Office of Special Support Services of Northeastern University.

Designed Resident Assistant Development Course for the Department of Residence Life.

Assisted the Director of Housing in designing graduate assistantships for the
Department of Residence Life.

Consultant to the Student Guided Peer Mentoring Project Pilot Groups.
2003 Diversity Committee Member for the Bouve College of Health Sciences.

Keynote Speaker for the induction ceremony for the Northeastern University
Chapter of the Golden Key International Honor Society.

Department Service
2021 Academic Affairs Committee for the Department of Applied Psychology.
2019 Workload Committee for the Department of Applied Psychology.
2019 Undergraduate Minor Committee for the Department of Applied Psychology.
2019 Marketing Committee for the Department of Applied Psychology.
2019 Merit Committee member for The Department of Applied Psychology.

2018 Guest Lecturer in Community Psychology course. Learning Through Service-Learning
and Community Engagement in Ghana.

2018 Guest Lecturer in Advanced Culture and Diversity course. Cultural Considerations for



Counseling African Americans.

2018 Guest Lecturer in Relationships in College course. Lecture entitled “Starving in a Land of
Plenty: College Student Loneliness in the Midst of Thousands.”

2018 Tenure and Promotion Committee member for the Department of Applied Psychology.

2015 Undergraduate Initiatives Committee to develop courses and programs that expand our
offerings to undergraduate students.

2015 Strategic Planning Committee to guide the department in developing a five year plan with
specific actions.

2015 Department Chair Search Committee

2013 Committee Member to assist in the revising and editing of the Academic Department
Review

2011 Guest Lecturer in the “Community Psychology” course for Dr. Gila Kornfield-
Jacobs. Developed the online course interest for department students. Search committee

member for recent researcher/associate professor appointment by the university.

2004 Faculty Search Committee Member for the College Student Development and Counseling
Program.

2003 Faculty Search Committee Member for the School Counseling Program.

Guest Lecturer in the “Community Psychology” course for Dr. Gila Kornfield-
Jacobs.

2002  Guest Lecturer in the “Community Psychology” course for Dr. William
Sanchez.

2000 Guest Lecturer in the “History and Systems of Psychology” doctoral course
for Dr. Mary Ballou.

Community Service

2011 Leadership Training “Church Membership is Not a Spectator Sport: Part 1”. Olney Street
Baptist Church. Providence, Rhode Island. October 7-8, 2011.

2011 Leadership Training “Church Membership is Not a Spectator Sport: Part 2”. Olney Street
Baptist Church. Providence, Rhode Island. November 11, 2011.

2011 Board of Directors of the Massachusetts Alliance on Teen Pregnancy. Boston,
Massachusetts.



2008 Chair, Board of Christian Education for Olney Street Baptist Church. Providence,
Rhode Island.

2008 Board of Directors for Rhode Island Educational Enrichment Program. Providence,
Rhode Island.

2007 Board of Directors for Times Squared Academy Math and Science charter school.
2007 Commencement Speaker for Mt. Pleasant High School. Providence, Rhode Island.

2007 Keynote Speaker for the Newport County Martin Luther King Jr. Birthday Celebration.
Newport, Rhode Island.

2005 Keynote Speaker for the 57th Anniversary Dinner of the Rhode Island Educational
Enrichment Program.

2004 Workshop Presentation entitled “Effective Parent Teacher Communication in a Cultural
Context” to the faculty and staff of Times Squared Academy. Providence, Rhode Island.
February 6, 2004

2002 Program Coordinator for the Smoke Preventers of Southside Youth Leadership
Development, South Providence Neighborhood Ministries after-school program.

Interviewed for a newspaper article on the topic of study skills for college students in the Boston
Metro Campus Monthly which reaches the greater Boston area, May, 2002.

1998 “Keynote Address” to the commemorative service marking the 220th anniversary of the
First Black Regiment of the Revolutionary War: Patriots Park, Portsmouth, Rhode Island,
August 23, 1998.

1996 Keynote address entitled “Redefining King’s Dream” for the Martin Luther King Day
Planning Commission for Newport County, January 15, 1996.

Assessment Instruments Developed:

¢ Perception of Racial Climate in Residence Halls Questionnaire (PRCQ) - to assess how

residents perceive the racial climate in their residence hall by race.

¢ Resident Advisor Cultural Diversity Questionnaire (RACD) - to determine the confidence

level of residence hall assistants in addressing issues of cultural diversity in residence
halls.

Professional Memberships:
e Higher Education Alliance of Advocates for Students with Children

e National Association of Student Personnel Administrators (NASPA)



American College Personnel Association (ACPA)

Association of College and University Housing Officers — International (ACUHO-I)
National Association of Student Affairs Professionals

Southern Association for College Student Affairs



