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What do you need to know about bluebird bio to want to join our PharmD fellowship program? That we’re 

recoders. That’s because the word recode sums up everything bluebird bio stands for in just six letters. Every 

day we work to change some of the building blocks of modern life – miscoded genes, how therapeutic drugs 

work, even a healthcare system that isn’t always ready for new forms of care. 

Recoding isn’t a small task, nor is it for everyone. But it is our noble purpose. Our ambition is to recode 

science, systems and the status quo so lives can be lived fully. By changing the options for people with 

serious, life-altering diseases, we can help them rewrite their stories – even as we rewrite what’s possible. 

come recode 
with us
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INCREMENTAL IMPROVEMENTS WON’T DO

There are just too many diseases to chase down treatments one at a time. Instead, we’re taking a 

broader approach using integrated platforms that have the potential to bring lifelong benefi ts for 

a variety of conditions. It just seems smarter to us.

BIRDS OF A FEATHER

Recoding is a worthy goal. But not one we can accomplish by ourselves. We need help. So, we reach 

out to like-minded pioneers, partners, advocacy groups, patients and families to join the journey. 

making a di� erence starts with taking a stand
We’re pushing hard on gene therapy because we believe it delivers the chance for people with severe genetic 

diseases and cancer to live fully, regardless of what’s written in their DNA. We’re doing the hard work because 

people facing these challenges deserve it. Our guiding principles will help us get there:
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to seek out new 
treatments & outcomes
IF IT’S LIFE-ALTERING AND DIFFICULT, 
WE’RE ALL-IN 

We’re inspired by the people who live with a serious, 

life-altering disease but don’t let it stop them. The 

ones who keep pushing — reaching toward a better 

day. Because people in these situations are the ones 

who need help the most. So, we dig in to fi nd new 

ways to recode the cells, reimagine the outcomes and 

rewrite the stories. It’s a quest that never gets old.

OUR EGGS? THEY’RE IN THIS BASKET

We’re all-in on building integrated product platforms 

that encompass gene therapy, cancer immunotherapy 

and gene editing. We believe these approaches 

will provide the potential to treat a broad range of 

serious conditions. 

WE’LL KNOW WE’RE DONE RECODING 
WHEN NOTHING IS UNTREATABLE

Recoding gives us the opportunity to rewrite stories. 

The story of medical innovation. The story of disease, 

treatment, and healthcare. The story we tell ourselves 

about what’s possible. Because things we may think 

of as permanent are actually open to reimagining and 

revising. And we’ll keep doing it until there’s nothing 

left to recode.

SO… WHAT’S UP WITH THE 
BLUEBIRD ANYWAY?

The eastern bluebird, as Nick Leschly our CEO puts it, 

is a badass little bird. It’s competitive, mates for life 

and takes no prisoners. And that’s exactly what it’s 

going to take for us to deliver a bluebird day – perfect 

conditions – to the people who need our help.

 our 
� n� nu�   
 mi� i : 



b humble
•  Our nest = ego + bullshit free zone

•   Treat everyone with respect through 

the highs and the lows

•   Operate as ONE TEAM powered by 

diverse perspectives
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your job should be more than 
something you do – a lot more 
You can’t have a bluebird day if you don’t have meaningful work surrounded by people you respect 

and enjoy and a culture that actively supports you. These are our values, and they’re non-negotiable:

AND WE RISE

We each have our own motivation for being here. Family or friends’ 

stories that we wish were longer. Reasons to make a stand. So we 

embrace the challenge, step outside our comfort zones, and never 

stop rising. It’s what birds do.   

WE’RE A FLOCK

What we’re doing is hard and has never been done before, so it’s 

crazy to think any one person has all the answers. That’s why we 

put so much emphasis on individual collectivism, collaboration and 

openness. We know good ideas and answers can come from 

anywhere, so we make sure everyone feels comfortable to speak up. 

b authentic
•  Keep it real

•    Value the things that make us 

different and unique – 

collectively they make us stronger

•  It’s OK to be YOU - laugh and cry

b courageous
•   Challenge yourself to innovate 

everywhere and to 

take risks – all to achieve the 

un-incremental

•  Use failure as fuel to do better

•   The real risk is not stepping up 

when it matters most

b transparent
•  Have no hidden agendas

•  Do your very best to be open

•   Thoughtfully and proactively 

share information, fails, and wins

b caring
•   Go above and beyond for patients 

and our people

•   Show up for one another in big ways 

and small – especially when the going 

gets tough

•   Consider the human impact in all you do

take what we do seriously, 
but don’t take yourself 
too seriously
•   Stay focused on what matters – always

•   Be yourself and have fun no 

matter how fl ockin’ crazy it gets

•  Be ALL-IN!
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If it isn’t obvious already, everyone on the Medical Affairs team is hugely excited to be part of the bluebird bio PharmD 

Fellowship program. With our commitment to gene therapy, opportunities to learn and grow from some of the best in 

the business, and our supportive, empowering culture, we’re sure you’ll fi nd your time here exciting and educational. 

And a great way to build the cross-functional skills you’ll require for a successful career.

a flocking great 
place to start

Kate Lewis
VICE PRESIDENT, MEDICAL AFFAIRS

“I am really pleased that we are welcoming post PharmD fellows 

from Northeastern to our Medical Affairs group at bluebird. We 

are in the midst of preparing to launch multiple ground-breaking 

gene therapies, and navigating this new territory means that the 

Medical Affairs team is front and center all the time. We will 

offer our fellows the opportunity not only to experience a wide 

variety of Medical Affairs work in a dynamic, high-performing 

environment, but actually to have a direct impact on how 

hematopoietic stem cell gene therapy is incorporated into 

real-world clinical practice. Come join us as we #recodeforlife 

and change the face of medicine!”



7PHARMD FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM 2020

Kimberly Price
ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR, SCIENTIFIC COMMUNICATIONS

“In Scientific Communications we create the bridge between the science and the  

healthcare community to allow patients and their healthcare team to make informed 

treatment decisions. As a former fellow, I know that the bluebird fellowship program  

will provide a strong foundation for a career in biotechnology by ensuring the fellow  

is an integral part of our team and gains valuable experience in cross functional  

Medical Affairs roles.”  

Erin Gleason
DIRECTOR, MEDICAL INFORMATION & TRAINING

“In bluebird bio Medical Information, we’re recoding the way we think about responding 

to questions from healthcare professionals. We start by thinking about the patient who 

might be on the other end of an inquiry about our products – and we handle that  

question with the same care, attention to detail, and urgency that we would if it was  

our own loved one.” 

Ketaki Kadam
ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR, SCIENTIFIC COMMUNICATIONS  
PROGRAM DIRECTOR, BLUEBIRD BIO/ 
NORTHEASTERN PHARMD FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM

“Thank you for your interest in the bluebird bio fellowship. We’re really excited about 

launching the program in what is already a very big year for us! We know you have  

many choices for fellowships, but I’m certain ours will stand out. You’ll be surrounded by 

people you like and respect. You’ll be challenged. You’ll grow. You’ll build skills that will 

last a lifetime. You’ll be a valued, important member of the bluebird bio team. And you’ll 

make a difference in the lives of people who need it. We’re working to recode the very 

building blocks of life. Join us, and you can be a recoder too.”

Helen Chim
SENIOR MANAGER, MEDICAL INFORMATION

“This is an exciting time to be at bluebird bio. As a former Fellow, I believe the fellowship 

program at bluebird bio will provide a great opportunity for a post-PharmD graduate to 

gain the skills and experiences needed for a successful career in industry.”

Iva Kronja
SR. MANAGER, SCIENTIFIC COMMUNICATIONS

“After a long tenure in academic research and a stint in life-sciences strategy consulting, 

bluebird bio was my first foray into the pharmaceuticals industry. The Med Affairs team  

at bluebird bio is very welcoming and collaborative – I found it to be a great learning 

environment! I highly recommend bluebird bio Med Affairs to PharmDs who are looking 

for a challenging, fun and rewarding experience!”



meet the teams
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Patient AdvocacyReal World Evidence

Scientifi c Communications & Medical Operations
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As of <date>, these are the therapies we’re exploring and their current status. 
For the most up-to-date information, please visit www.bluebirdbio.com/our-science/pipeline. 

    *   Development is led by Dana-Farber/
Boston Children’s Cancer and Blood 
Disorders Center 

  **   Development is led by Fred Hutch Cancer 
Research Institute

***   Development is led by Seattle Children’s 
Research Institute

let’s recode the science

PRE-CLINICAL PHASE 1 PHASE 2 PHASE 3product candidates: 

Severe Genetic 
Diseases
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Post-PharmD Fellowship Program in 
Global Medical A� airs with bluebird bio 
and Northeastern University (2 years) 
Focus – Medical Information and Training

At bluebird bio, we’re pioneering the uniquely promising world of gene therapy with 

a deep sense of purpose – with the goal that people will live their lives fully. To do it, 

we’re developing investigational gene therapies for severe genetic disease and cancer, 

while working to radically improve healthcare systems. Our ambition is to recode 

science, systems and the status quo – for life. 

We are 1000+ employees with 4 nests across the US & Europe working towards 

4 potential product approvals by 2022 and advancing a pipeline to tackle a range 

of severe diseases. 

We pride ourselves on having a unique and caring culture that drives our success. 

A diverse fl ock of individual birds, we share common DNA that helps us build meaningful 

relationships with industry, patient & advocacy groups and the healthcare community. 

The 2-year fellowship in Medical Affairs, with a focus in Medical Information & training, 

offers a great opportunity for PharmDs to gain experience in a biopharmaceutical 

company and continue to develop their clinical and scientifi c knowledge by being a 

part of the Medical Affairs Team. During the program, fellows will work collaboratively 

and cross-functionally within the Global Medical Affairs team – the fi rst year will be 

spent in Global Medical Information and training and the second year will include 

rotations of up to 6 months in at least 2 different functional areas within Medical Affairs 

(Real World Evidence, Patient Advocacy, Scientifi c Communications, and/or Medical 

Director’s Offi ce) to allow the fellow to gain a well-rounded experience in Medical Affairs.  

ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES
•   Support management of Medical Information (MI) projects and MI Contact 

Center vendor

•   Develop timely, accurate, and scientifi cally balanced standard and non-standard 

responses to unsolicited MI inquiries from healthcare providers and 

patients/caregivers 

•   Liaise with internal stakeholders to develop custom responses to medical inquiries 

•   Participate in developing protocols, procedures, and infrastructure that are needed 

to form the right MI department for bluebird bio

•   Using clinical expertise, compile data, feedback, and metrics on MI activities to 

support medical insight generation

•   Support Medical Affairs by staffi ng booth at relevant scientifi c congresses

•   Work closely with internal stakeholders to develop training curriculum and material 

•   Participate and contribute in other functional areas within Medical Affairs as part 

of rotational experience

QUALIFICATIONS
Graduate of an accredited Doctor of Pharmacy (PharmD) Program
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Focus – Scientifi c Communications

At bluebird bio, we’re pioneering the uniquely promising world of gene therapy with a 

deep sense of purpose – with the goal that people will live their lives fully. To do it, we’re 

developing investigational gene therapies for severe genetic disease and cancer, while 

working to radically improve healthcare systems. Our ambition is to recode science, 

systems and the status quo – for life. 

We are 1000+ employees with 4 nests across the US & Europe working towards 4 

potential product approvals by 2022 and advancing a pipeline to tackle a range of 

severe diseases. 

We pride ourselves on having a unique and caring culture that drives our success. 

A diverse fl ock of individual birds, we share common DNA that helps us build meaningful 

relationships with industry, patient & advocacy groups and the healthcare community. 

The 2-year fellowship in Medical Affairs, with a focus in Scientifi c Communications, offers 

a great opportunity for PharmDs to gain experience in a biopharmaceutical company and 

continue to develop their clinical and scientifi c knowledge by being a part of the Medical 

Affairs Team. During the program, fellows will work collaboratively and cross-functionally 

within the Global Medical Affairs team – the fi rst year will be spent in Global Medical 

Communications and the second year will include rotations of up to 6 months in at 

least 2 different  functional areas within Medical Affairs (Real World Evidence, Patient 

Advocacy, Medical Information, and/or Medical Director’s Offi ce) to allow the fellow to 

gain a well rounded experience in Medical Affairs.

PRIMARY RESPONSIBILITIES
•   Support the planning and development of Medical Communication and 

Publication Strategies and Tactics

•   Build, update, and maintain the Scientifi c Platform for assigned therapeutic area 

through cross-functional collaboration

•   Develop high-visibility scientifi c abstracts, posters, presentations and 

manuscripts to share ground-breaking new clinical data 

•   Design and develop medical communication tactics including medical FAQs, 

internal and external training slide decks 

•   Develop key tactics for medical congresses, including Medical Affairs booth 

educational content development, symposia planning, and vendor management

•   Participate and contribute in other functional areas within Medical Affairs as part 

of rotational experience

QUALIFICATIONS
Graduate of an accredited Doctor of Pharmacy (PharmD) Program

Post-PharmD Fellowship Program in 
Global Medical A� airs with bluebird bio 
and Northeastern University (2 years) 
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QUESTIONS?

For more information and to apply:
Visit: NUfellowship.com
Email: PharmDFellowships@northeastern.edu

Address your cover letter and three letters of recommendation to:
  J. Andrew Orr-Skirvin, Pharm.D., BCOP
  Associate Department Chair, Department of Pharmacy & Health System Sciences
  Pharmaceutical Industry Fellowship Program Director
  Bouvé College of Health Sciences
  360 Huntington Ave
  140 The Fenway, R218
  Boston, MA 02115

Email letters of recommendation to PharmDFellowships@northeastern.edu

Fellows will be selected on a nationally competitive basis. All candidates must have a Doctor of Pharmacy 
degree from an ACPE-accredited college of pharmacy by June 30, 2020. Candidates are encouraged to apply 
through the Northeastern website by the priority application deadline of December 1, 2019. Please see the 
graphic below for more information on the application process. 

      Application Process
Launch your post-graduate career. Apply now!

Apply at NUfellowship.com

      Application Process
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Northeastern University is a global, experiential, research university built on a tradition of engagement with the 
world, creating a distinctive approach to education and research. At Northeastern, we encourage our students 
to become engaged, confident, and resourceful global citizens who realize their knowledge and actions have 
a far-reaching impact. Students ignite their passion for learning and are exposed to the endless possibilities 
around them through transformative experiential education.

The Northeastern University Fellowship Program provides a dynamic academic environment o�ering fellows 
the opportunity for a wide breadth of experiences:  

• Develop teaching skills through participation in our Teaching and Learning Seminar series

• Facilitate small and large group didactic education in partnership with a faculty mentor

• Utilize a layered learning model in experiential education by co-precepting students on pharmacy practice 
experiences including Northeastern’s unique co-op program

• Create, present, and publish scholarly research through collaborative industry and university relationships

• Engage with faculty who participate in various interdisciplinary graduate programs including biotechnology, 
nanomedicine, immunology, health informatics, and drug discovery

• Network with local residents and other Northeastern fellows via professional development programs, 
teaching seminars, and participation on fellowship committees 

Andrew Orr-Skirvin
Department Chair, Associate 
Clinical Professor & Fellowship 
Program Director

Debra Copeland 
Associate Clinical Professor & 
Fellowship Program Preceptor 

Michael Gonyeau
Clinical Professor & Fellowship 
Program Preceptor

Mark Douglass
Associate Clinical Professor & 
Fellowship Program Preceptor

Tayla Rose
Assistant Clinical Professor & 
Fellowship Program Preceptor

Elizabeth Machart
Fellowship Program Administrator

CURRENT PARTNERS OF THE NORTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM

Through these exciting partnerships, Northeastern fellows collaborate and learn from each other, further 
positioning them to be successful in both academic and industry settings. Fellows are empowered to shape 
their experience, as well as the future of the program, through leadership on the Professional Development & 
Networking and Recruitment committees. 

Life in Boston
Northeastern University is in the heart of Boston, steps away from the famous Fenway Park and downtown 
Boston. Surrounded by top tier academic and research institutions, the area is home to pioneers of innovation 
who are committed to intellectual curiosity and scientific advancement. The greater Boston area is a cultural 
hub, o�ering world-class attractions and rich history.

C H A L L E N G E  A C C E P T E D

NUfellowship.com
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CURRENT PARTNERS OF THE NORTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM

Through these exciting partnerships, Northeastern fellows collaborate and learn from each other, further 
positioning them to be successful in both academic and industry settings. Fellows are empowered to shape 
their experience, as well as the future of the program, through leadership on the Professional Development & 
Networking and Recruitment committees. 

Life in Boston
Northeastern University is in the heart of Boston, steps away from the famous Fenway Park and downtown 
Boston. Surrounded by top tier academic and research institutions, the area is home to pioneers of innovation 
who are committed to intellectual curiosity and scientific advancement. The greater Boston area is a cultural 
hub, o�ering world-class attractions and rich history.

C H A L L E N G E  A C C E P T E D

NUfellowship.com




