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Message from Global Medical Affairs Leadership
Dear Candidates,

Vertex Pharmaceuticals in collaboration with Northeastern 
University is privileged to host and expand the PharmD  
Fellowship Program. We are excited to work with our fellows 
as integral members of our team and facilitate in-depth  
exposure to a range of functional areas, offering them the 
critical opportunity to gain extensive experience in the  
biopharmaceutical industry. In addition to fostering each 
individual’s personal and professional growth, the program’s 
primary goal is to extend the visibility of valuable  
contributions that a Doctor of Pharmacy can bring to the 
pharmaceutical industry.

At Vertex, our Global Medical Affairs fellows are highly encouraged to take on immersive  
projects, allowing them to work across departments with leaders in the industry. We advocate 
for them to partake in truly unique, impactful work that develops their skills, sparks curiosity, and 
drives the science. Vertex’s open and innovative culture allows the fellows to ask questions,  
challenge the status quo, and explore their interests across multiple expertise areas. 

As  a pharmacist, I am extremely proud of the establishment of the Vertex PharmD Fellowship  
program in Global Medical Affairs and excited to welcome our future fellows.  Vertex is an ideal 
place for fellows to start their professional career, and we are dedicated to the development of the 
next generation of pharmacist  leaders in the biopharmaceutical industry. As Vertex continues to 
grow and evolve into a company in multiple disease areas,  I am confident that our fellows will be 
an essential part of moving the needle to deliver on our commitment to patients.  

 
 
 

Kristy Grimm
Vice President, Global Medical Communications & Operations
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Vertex Pharmaceuticals
Company Overview
Vertex is a global biotechnology company that invests in scientific innovation to create  
transformative medicines for people with serious diseases. We have four approved medicines that 
treat the underlying cause of cystic fibrosis (CF) – a rare, life-threatening genetic disease — and 
have several ongoing clinical and research programs in CF. Beyond CF, we have a robust pipeline 
of investigational medicines in other serious diseases where we have deep insight into causal 
human biology, such as sickle cell disease, beta thalassemia, pain, alpha-1 antitrypsin deficiency, 
Duchenne muscular dystrophy and APOL1-mediated kidney diseases.
 
Founded in 1989 in Cambridge, Massachusetts, Vertex’s global headquarters is now located in  
Boston’s Innovation District and its international headquarters is in London, UK. Additionally, we 
have research and development sites and commercial offices in North America, Europe, Australia 
and Latin America. Vertex is consistently recognized as one of the industry’s top places to work,  
including nine consecutive years on Science Magazine’s Top Employers list and top five on the 
2019 Best Employers for Diversity list by Forbes.

Company Snapshot
 
 
 
 
 

 

Our Values

Jeffrey Leiden,  
MD, PhD, CEO

Founded 
1989

2,000 in the US 
2,500 Worldwide

Headquarters in 
 Boston, MA and London, UK

72% of Operating  
Expenses Dedicated to 

Research & Development
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“At Vertex, we are  
relentless. Bringing  

together the brightest 
minds, investing in

science and taking smart 
risks, we strike at the 

core of serious diseases. 
We go all in for cures.”
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Global Medical Affairs Fellowship
In Global Medical Affairs, our team works to ensure that clinical decision-makers have a deep understanding of the 
benefits and risks of our medicines through the generation and communication of evidence and disease education. 
We gather insights from stakeholders, identify data and knowledge gaps, and respond to medical inquiries in a clear 
and scientifically accurate manner to guide healthcare provider and payor decision-making.

Fellowship Objectives 

 Meet the Team 

Our Global Medical Affairs PharmD Fellowship is a space for fellows to grow, develop, and challenge 
themselves at an innovative company. As one of the fellowship’s preceptors, I can say first hand that we are

truly invested in our fellows achieving their professional, personal, and career goals. 

Kevin Clarke, Manager
”

“

Global
Medical

Communications

Global
Medical

Information

Elective

• Develop in-depth knowledge of disease epidemiology, current/future products, and 
competitor information

• Create medical communications materials for educational and training purposes
• Lead development of peer-reviewed manuscripts and abstracts for congresses  
• Understand development and execution of strategic publications plan
• Collaborate across teams to prepare for regional and international conferences  
• Collect, develop, and manage key product information and analyze inquiry trends
• Utilize clinical expertise to develop timely, accurate, and scientifically balanced 

responses to unsolicited medical information inquiries
• Conduct medical review of medical communications materials
• Precept pharmacy students by developing syllabi and providing mentorship

Paulina Phan, PharmD
1st Year Fellow

Northeastern University

Actively Recruiting: 1 Fellow (2 Years)

Haris Akbar, PharmD
1st Year Fellow

Massachusetts College of 
Pharmacy and  

Health Sciences

Kelli Edwards-Malone, 
PharmD

Global Medical  
Communications, Associate 

Director & Fellowship Founder

Curtis Riggs, PharmD 
Global Medical Information, 
Senior Manager & Preceptor

Kevin Clarke, PharmD 
Global Medical  

Communications,  
Manager & Preceptor
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NUfellowship.com

Northeastern University is a global, experiential, research university built on a tradition of engagement with the 
world, creating a distinctive approach to education and research. At Northeastern, we encourage our students 
to become engaged, confident, and resourceful global citizens who realize their knowledge and actions have 
a far-reaching impact. Students ignite their passion for learning and are exposed to the endless possibilities 
around them through transformative experiential education.

The Northeastern University Fellowship Program provides a dynamic academic environment offering fellows 
the opportunity for a wide breadth of experiences:  

• Develop teaching skills through participation in our Teaching and Learning Seminar series

• Facilitate small and large group didactic education in partnership with a faculty mentor

• Utilize a layered learning model in experiential education by co-precepting students on pharmacy practice 
experiences including Northeastern’s unique co-op program

• Create, present, and publish scholarly research through collaborative industry and university relationships

• Engage with faculty who participate in various interdisciplinary graduate programs including biotechnology, 
nanomedicine, immunology, health informatics, and drug discovery

• Network with local residents and other Northeastern fellows via professional development programs, 
teaching seminars, and participation on fellowship committees 

Andrew Orr-Skirvin
Department Chair, Associate 
Clinical Professor & Fellowship 
Program Director

Debra Copeland 
Associate Clinical Professor & 
Fellowship Program Preceptor 

Michael Gonyeau
Clinical Professor & Fellowship 
Program Preceptor

Mark Douglass
Associate Clinical Professor & 
Fellowship Program Preceptor

Tayla Rose
Assistant Clinical Professor & 
Fellowship Program Preceptor

Elizabeth Machart
Fellowship Program Administrator
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CURRENT PARTNERS OF THE NORTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM

Through these exciting partnerships, Northeastern fellows collaborate and learn from each other, further 
positioning them to be successful in both academic and industry settings. Fellows are empowered to shape 
their experience, as well as the future of the program, through leadership on the Professional Development & 
Networking and Recruitment committees. 

Life in Boston
Northeastern University is in the heart of Boston, steps away from the famous Fenway Park and downtown 
Boston. Surrounded by top tier academic and research institutions, the area is home to pioneers of innovation 
who are committed to intellectual curiosity and scientific advancement. The greater Boston area is a cultural 
hub, offering world-class attractions and rich history.

C H A L L E N G E  A C C E P T E D

NUfellowship.com
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QUESTIONS? 

For more information and to apply:
 Visit: NUfellowship.com
 Email: PharmDFellowships@northeastern.edu

Address your cover letter and three letters of recommendation to: 
  J. Andrew Orr-Skirvin, Pharm.D., BCOP 
  Associate Department Chair, Department of Pharmacy & Health System Sciences 
  Pharmaceutical Industry Fellowship Program Director 
  Bouvé College of Health Sciences 
  360 Huntington Ave 
  140 The Fenway, R218 
  Boston, MA 02115

Email letters of recommendation to PharmDFellowships@northeastern.edu

Fellows will be selected on a nationally competitive basis. All candidates must have a Doctor of Pharmacy 
degree from an ACPE-accredited college of pharmacy by June 30, 2020. Candidates are encouraged to apply 
through the Northeastern website by the priority application deadline of December 1, 2019. Please see the 
graphic below for more information on the application process. 

      Application Process
Launch your post-graduate career. Apply now!

Apply at NUfellowship.com
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“Fostering a culture and environment where people are  

represented, welcomed and accepted inspires people to do 

their best work and allows Vertex to build the most  

outstanding and passionate team of people.”

Dr. Jeff Leiden, President & CEO


